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Biafra - Der Biirgerkrieo in Nigeria 1967-1970

Hptst. Enugu; VerwSitz Umuahia: Hauptstamm: (bos {(Igbos)

CHRONIIK
1966 01 15 Militirputsch: BundesPremMin. & die PremMin. der West- & Nordregionen erschossen
05 2 Nig. zum Einheitsstaat erklirt; alle 81 Parteien & 20 Stamimesorganisationen verboten
30 Unruhen im Norden des Landes wg. vermeintl. Bevorzugung der Ibos in der neuen Reg.
07 28 Rzbellion der im Westen (Lagos usw ) stationierten Truppenteile
02 01 Machtithernahme des bisherigen Stabschefs OTL I. Gowon (von Ojukm nicht anerkannt)
Rilcknahme der MaBnahmen v. 24.5.; [bo-Progrome v.a. in NordMNig.
Okt. Neuerliche Unruhen zw, den Haussa & Ibos
1967 04 20 BunclesReg vertidngt Post- & Lufttahriblockade iiber den Osten
05 28 Gowon reaktiviert Regionalisierung tnunmehr 12 Bundesstaaten)
1967 05 30 Abspaltung der Ostregion unter OTL (spiiter Gen.) Ojukwu zur , Republik Biafra*
07 00 Bundestruppen greifen Ostregion bei Nsilkdka an (es folgen Bombenangriffe auch auf zivile Objekte)
1968 01 27 Biafra fiihrt eigene Withrung & PwZ ein; wird durch zahlr, afrikan, Staaten anerkannt
1908 Ojukw: . Kampf bis zum Sieg oder Untergang™ { O. flieht anschlizBend)
1970 01 13 Kapitulation Riafras vor den Bundestruppen durch GenMaj. Effiong

FAKTEN
- UK & UdSSR untsrstutzgBundes Regamassiv
- Schiitzungen gehen von bis zu 2 Mio. Opfern durch Krieg, Hunger, Krankheiten usw. aus
- Die Bundesreg. Nig. & die internat. Gemeinschaft helfen schnell fiir den Wiederautbau des Landes
- Letztlich war der tsiidliche) Biirgarkrisg ein wasentl. Element der Stirkung des Nordens und damit des Islam
in Nigeria und seiner politischen Elite, die nuninehr nicht mehr in Lagos. sondem im ¢zentralen) Abuja silzt!
Doc.Cs: FWA, Markov etc
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I Status: Secessionist Republic in eastern Nigeria > \'-..ami A ogy
Population: 14,000,000 (est 1967) ]
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Area: Approx. 30,000 sq miles Y RV
| Currency: 12 pence = 1 shilling, 20 shillings = 1 Biafran Pound ' ?

he British created Nigeria in 1914 by merging their possessions of

Southern Nigeria and Northern Nigeria. The merger created Africa’s most populous nation, with
more than a hundred different ethnic groups. The Northern region was predominantly Mus-
lim, dominated by the Hausas and Fulanis. The largely Christian South was di-
vided into the Western and Eastern regions, dominated by the Yorubas and Igbos
(or Tbos) respectively. The majority of the people lived in the North. The British
hoped that western democratic institutions at the national level coupled with rela-
tively autonomous local government would moderate regional differences.

The Igbos took advantage of the good education available from the mijssion-
ary schools and became the shopkeepers and minor civil servants of Nigeria.
Meanwhile the Igbo population was growing more than twice as fast as that of the
cananmerassnans  INorth. Resentment of the Igbo’s economic success rose. In 1945 anti-eastern riots in the northern town
Biafra Scott 1 of Jos resulted in 300 Igbo deaths. The Northerners also felt their electoral majority threatened, especial-
wweveuvsvrsey svesavasssnvuvess  lyafter Nigeria’s independence in 1960. In 1966, anti-Eastern riots in Kano sparked the
s massacre of an estimated 30,000 Igbos and 1.3 million fled the North. A conference of
regional leaders in 1967 agreed to increased local autonomy.

When Northern leaders abrogated the agreement, tensions Ty
hei.ghtened and on May 30, 1967,.the Eastern region declared © :.l :..Eff b
its independence as “The Republic of Biafra” jgf(;j‘.“--« " .,,N
- _ The North responded immediately with an economic # e A
shassssssssnssnssanarnssssasas blockade, which the British joined. All mail service to Biafra
BReTprs U xatain Eigin S6e T was suspended on June 5. Since Nigerian stamps were no lon-

O TR U ! ger available, Biafra introduced “Post Paid” hand stamps. In
July, the Northern army attacked. The Biafrans counterattacked in the Midwest and their army came
within 40 miles of Lagos. But they were pushed back and by 1968, Biafra was a land-locked enclave.
The blockade took a heavy toll. An estimated two million Biafrans died, mostly from starvation and
disease. The airport in Uli was kept open for external relief supplies until 1970. The Biafran leader giafra Scott 25

fled on January 11, 1970, just before the airport fell. The next day the Biafran forces surrendered.

On February 5, 1968 the first Biafran stamps were issued — a 3-value independence issue. When the Biafrans advanced
into the West, a quantity of Nigerian stamps was captured. The government printer in Enugu overprinted thirteen values
“Sovereign Biafra” This set went on sale on April 1, 1968. Three more sets were released in 1968-69. The Biafran postal system

operated surprisingly well under very difficult conditions. When a town
coveveeeeveieeve el postal officials would often move to a different location, carrying their
¢ cancelling devices with them. International mail left Biafra on relief flights
to Cameroun and the Ivory Coast.
From 1968 to 1970, additional stamps
were sold through philatelic channels
in Europe, but were not available in
Biafra itself. Biafra was reincorpo-
rated into Nigeria with its political
power and financial resources greatly
reduced.
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Unissued Stamps (left to right): 1970 Save Biafra, 1969 Christmas Issue, 1968 Mexico Olympics
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